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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
S8470-A (Rivera)/ A8247-C (Paulin)
Relates to the supervision of intravenous administration of contrast media by a radiographer


The New York State Radiological Society supports the enactment of S8470-A (Rivera)/ A8247-C (Paulin) which would authorize licensed physicians, licensed nurse practitioners (NPs) or licensed physician assistants (PAs) to provide direct supervision of radiologic technologists (RTs) administering intravenous contrast media.

At present, New York State permits only physicians to supervise radiologic technologists administering contrast media. While this standard has resulted in high levels of patient safety, this legislation reflects recently updated guidelines by the American College of Radiology (ACR) Computed Tomography (CT) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Accreditation Committees which recognizes NPs and PAs as providers who are trained in and capable of managing an acute hypersensitivity reaction under general supervision of a radiologist.

Personnel who inject intravenous contrast media should be prepared to recognize and respond to the variety of adverse events that may occur following administration. This legislation upholds that standard by ensuring that the provider of direct supervision must be immediately available to furnish assistance and direction throughout the performance of the procedure. 

The Society recognizes that this legislation is needed to ensure timely access to imaging services like CT scans. Delays in radiology imaging like CT and MRI have the potential to increase patient costs due to longer hospital stays and potential delays in care. NPs and PAs are well equipped to provide direct supervision of the administration of intravenous contrast media by RTs. This authorization will help patients receive necessary medical imaging, aiding in timely diagnosis and treatment.

For these reasons, the New York State Radiological Society supports S8470-A (Rivera)/ A8247-C (Paulin) and urges its advancement. 
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